THRUPE SWALLET

Sunday 5 December 1999 - Dave Morrison, Jim Young, Dave Speed, Simon Médgitg

Constructed a welded steel framework inside thee@)p pit excavated during the sumn#efurther 4’ drop
can be negotiated between the main cliff face hadarge floor boulders, with too tight holes below

Sunday 12 December 1999 - Richard Witcombe, James Witcombe, Paul StillnTany Audsley

Attempted to sledge the large boulder at the botbitine pit, but only managed to knock off a fevipsh
Brought out a small amount of rocks and spoil. Ebethern rock face has a number of undercuts and
alcoves containing old stal. The east side of igdsda sliding mass of small stones beneath &lasgpping
boulder and contains debris from the 1960s dig.

Wednesday 29 December 1999 - Richard Witcombe, James Witcombe, Tony Audslepn@ Audsley,
Clive North, Dave Speed, Paul Stillman, Tony Littleave Tuffery, Jane McCorquodale

Carried two generators over to the dig on DS’s tfrend loader. CN drilled 18" shotholes in the large
boulder and one beneath it. DS welded a furthesl st®ss member at the bottom of the east siddef t
frame, together with three rods projecting into lin@se rocks. CN fired Super Cordtex charges intte
boulders, successfully reducing them to small ‘ttingj blocks”. A rough dry stone wall was built up the
east side steel work, and more rock was bucketetd tpe surface. The session concluded with a déarth
bang to chop off a boulder restricting access &ltlwest part of the dig — a corner between thehson
cliff face and a good solid west wall.

Sunday 2 January 2000 - Richard Witcombe, James Witcombe, Simon Meade-Klmmmpy Audsley, Alice
Audsley. Paul Stillman later.

Cleared broken rock and mud, exposing further tkeyslfbr banging.

Wednesday 5 January 2000 - Clive North, Dave Speed, Richard Witcombe, Téuylsley, Anne Audsley,
Dave Morrison, Paul Stillman, Tony Littler, Rob Tiaer

CN drilled four shotholes in various boulders ained a successful Super Cordtex charge. There \sasi
run in of rocks and cobbles from the left but mac¢hhe fill was fortuitously held back by asbesstweets
dumped by the farmer some years ago. A large amafuntk was brought out, and at the end of theisas
a minor collapse at the bottom of the shaft rewkal®ose hole against the cliff face some 6’ tdeé2p.

Saturday 8 January 2000 - Dave Speed, Dave Morrison

Installed a further section of the welded steeftdiname, stepping in the back i.e. northern, sidéne with
the gradual undercutting of the cliff. Fumes appddo be drawn into the shaft.

Sunday 9 January 2000 - Simon Meade-King, Paul Stillman, Bob Cottle, Tonydsley, Alice Audsley,
Rob Taviner. Richard Witcombe later.

Cleared rock from the lower reaches of the shdfer& are several holes amongst the large bouldieg |
against the cliff face, and a small amount of igllivater can be seen below.



Wednesday 12 January 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Tony Audsley, Anne Audsley, DaSpeed, Rob
Taviner

TA rigged a cross bar and pulley system to thd skemdframe of the shaft. This was used to lifydaslabs
from the bottom of the dig which were then manoedviand stacked on the left hand steel frame iudec
dry stone wall. Smaller rocks were placed behind.

Below is a jumble of interdependent boulders whigh require very careful selective banging if ajora
collapse is to be avoided. No sign yet of the timdt®ring of the 1960s shaft.

Sunday 16 January 2000 - Simon Meade-King, Paul Stillman, Bob Cottle

Cleared small rocks from the amongst the largedsoal

Wednesday 9 February 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Clive North, Dave Speed, Padlngiin, Rob Taviner,
Tony Littler

CN drilled and fired a four shothole charge — thnekes in a large boulder and one in a loose sediidhe
right hand wall. The larger bang debris was hatlh the left hand dry stone wall and other spabvgent to
the surface.

A 5” piece of bone was found stalled into a flowtbe right hand wall, and a small three foot deleqlé in
the boulders” was uncovered against the back wall.

Sunday 13 February 2000 - Simon Meade-King, Clive North, Dave Everett, PatilliBan, Bob Cottle,
Tony Audsley, Colin Rogers

A dry, sunny late winter's day. Several large roakse roped out, and smaller bang debris and spatl up
in buckets. The left hand wall is now in urgentcheéanother section of steel frame.

Sunday 20 February 2000 - AM: Dave Speed, Dave Morrison, Paul Stillman, Tdhitler PM: Dave
Speed, Dave Morrison, Richard Witcombe, James Witey Tony Audsley, Dave Everett, Colin Rogers,
Clive North, Rob Taviner, Simon Meade-King. Visterh Brian and Brenda Prewer, Maurice and Judy
Hewins, Dave Cooke and Paul Weston.

DS welded further sections of the steel frame. rAfieprecision bang by CN to take the “nose” off a
projecting boulder — four shotholes to create a thweakness and two with Cordtex charges — D®&ddd
lower section of steel. A few token buckets of spare taken out between welds, and a pipistredtepht in

an appearance - perching on a boulder - towardsritief the session.

Wednesday 23 February 2000 - Clive North, Dave Speed, Dave Morrison, Kate LawegrPaul Stillman,
Tony Littler, Richard Witcombe, James Witcombe,i€@&togers

A large amount of claggy mud was brought out franoag the large rocks at the bottom of the dig, tiogre
with angular sandstone cobbles and limestone fratgné\ rusty shovel head and the remains of a tin
container were also found, but no evidence of #80% shored shaft which hopefully was further todhst.

Halfway through the evening the resident (?) pipl&t bat attached itself to TL's oversuit and reed a
careful lift to the surface, where it proceededlwmber over the shoulders and helmets of sevaxadrs. It
was placed on a ledge on the outside cliff, andptisared later.



The right hand cliff face is changing in charaatéth a mud section sloping inwards towards the nadifii

At the end of the session, an alcove in the mudnetised, containing jammed rounded cobbles andalls
hand sized hole emitting a slight draught, possitdicating a choked passage or a westwards catioru

of the main cliff. A brief excavation revealed mall air space inside the alcove, but more downward
clearing will be needed to assess the potentitidisfcorner.

Sunday 27 February 2000 - Richard Witcombe, James Witcombe, John Hill, Simd@ade-King, Rob
Taviner, Tony Audsley, Clive North, Colin Rogers

A mix of yellow/brown mud and well rounded cobbigas brought out from the bottom of the shaft, legvi
several large slabs which will require banging. éstward, cobble choked continuation of the cliffdfdas
now been revealed, and there is a possible undesdubr large rock on the northern side of thefshehe
air remains fresh at floor level.

The dig has an overall depth of 16'.

Wednesday 1 March 2000 - Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe, Clive North, DaSpeed, Tony Littler,
Colin Rogers, Dave Morrison

The farmer, Bob Cowlin, has asked for a break ggitig during the lambing period — a month or so.

Mud and cobbles were cleared from around the labgedders at the bottom of the dig. The choked
extension along the cliff face was probed for atfoo two, but the main effort will still be directe
downwards.

Wednesday 14 June 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, CINerth, Tony Audsley.
Colin Rogers and Dave Morrison

Digging resumes with the permission of the farmer.

CN drilled four shotholes — two in a floor boulderd two in a large rock projecting from the baek north
wall — while the Resurrection Hole winch (built bByigel Hellyar) from Little Crapnell Farm was
manoeuvered down into the depression. A Cordtergehaas fired in the boulder shotholes and there ava
ten minute wait for the bang fumes to slowly cléldre larger fragments of bang debris were thert bui
the east wall steel framework. The projecting raels banged at the end of the session.

Wednesday 21 June 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Dave Everett, Rob Taviner, Paillhg&n

The last bang had successfully taken the nosdefptojecting rock in the back wall, but the inugiémnant
urgently needs a steel support as it is surroubglentumbling mud.

After inserting some of the larger banged fragmémits the wall framework, a couple of dozen buckats
spoil were sent to the surface. A large boulder wasovered which will need banging. At the endhdd t
session, a hole was opened on the east side dighieg face giving a view down into an 8' deep rs&red
space against an eroded and undercut cliff fad#agk hole could be seen in the floor. Apart frone piece
of timber lying on the rocky slope, the scene labkatirely natural. Could this be one of the siiatiulder
chambers” entered by the 1936 Mendip Exploratiotiedp diggers?

Sunday 25 June 2000 - Jim Young, Dave Morrison, Paul Stillman. Rob Tavilaer

A further section of steel shoring was welded ipltce, including horizontal rods driven into thedraf the
back face.



Wednesday 28 June 2000 - Paul Stillman, Rob Taviner, Tony Littler, Roger My James Marsh, Anthony
Marsh

Enlarged the access to the airspace, stacking tades into the steel framework. Below is a faishable
small chamber with evidence of digging on the fleca frame of timber and a 5’ metal bar. The dffe
sweeps in a shallow crescent towards the diggiaff.shhere are several large boulders holding epbick
wall and one currently restricts access to the tfganirhe stream can be seen splattering from thiearo
the far left.

Saturday 1 July 2000 - Dave Speed, Jim Young, Dave Morrison, John Hill

Further steelwork welded into the frame.

Sunday 2 July 2000 - Simon Meade-King, Paul Stillman, Bob Cottle, CliMerth, Rob Taviner, Richard
Witcombe, James Witcombe, Dave Morrison

CN drilled one shothole in the floor boulder andtiw the slab restricting access to the small clemffter
the charge had been successfully fired and the fudispersed by dropping burning newspaper, theedigg
ventured below. The chamber was entered first byMR® found it to be 10’ across following the clifce.
On the left, the stream enters from the roof thhoongtal bars which were placed across the Sixtges/den

it was abandoned and the top section backfillégk Jtream disappears in clean washed stones lega @i
shoring framework which abuts an indentation inlihek cliff. The remainder of the Sixties dig presibly
lies below, filled by stream debris. It seems tihthe digs have now met up.

The diggers cleared more from the floor of thelstbaft, sending most spoil to the surface. Sev@gaslabs
were uncovered, two of which were drilled and bahgene shothole in each - at the end of the sessio

Wednesday 5 July 2000 - Simon Meade-King, Paul Stillman, Clive North, Dasgeed, Rob Taviner, Mark
Lumley, Roger Marsh. Richard Witcombe later

DS fitted various modifications to the Resurrectigimch, including a new drum and handle. The bnoke
rock from the last bang was built into the wallnfres, and the winch was used to bring smaller deiprie
the surface.

Heavy rain over the preceding 24 hours had hak lgffect on the size of the stream, which remains
remarkably constant, summer and winter.

Sunday 9 July 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Bobl€diimon Meade-King

A large amount of spoil was brought up from theoflarea - mud, cobbles, fault breccia and reddpsh (
Triassic) rocks. No new developments.

Wednesday 12 July 2000 - Simon Meade-King, Rob Taviner, Clive North, Davee8&g, Colin Rogers,
Richard Witcombe

General clearing of the floor area with many lacgbbles uncovered. There is a spur of fluted ratkhe
right of the front wall which may need banging ek the line of the shaft as near vertical as plessi

Sunday 16 July 2000 - Simon Meade-King, Paul Stillman, Dave Bell, Daverkton, Kevin Hilton

Further clearing of the floor area. Against thdf ¢thiere is some evidence of false stal flooringhwdobbles
beneath. A succession of large jammed bouldensnisimg in from the left and none can be safely nedo
until more supporting steelwork has been installed.



Wednesday 19 July 2000 - Rob Taviner, Tony Audsley, Anne Audsley

A little judicious digging amongst the boulders. @ far right of the cliff face there is a narraleft
descending at about 45 degrees which containsljopaeked, stream blackened cobbles.

Saturday 22 July 2000 - Jim Young, Dave Speed, Paul Stillman. Simon MeaheyKriefly visited.

Another section of the steel framework installecbiporating two supports angled across to the lodsnber
to pick up the large boulders on that side. A Kangs used to trim off one of the rocks. TA's makftsh
headframe was dismantled and a braced steel beltadwen.

Sunday 23 July 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Clive North, Simoredde-King. Colin Rogers
briefly visited.

A large floor slab was banged using Cordtex in short shotholes. The larger pieces were built thto
steel framework, and other bang debris, brown elag cobbles were sent up to the surface. Thera are
number of sizeable air spaces in the floor.

Wednesday 26 July 2000 - Simon Meade-King, Tony Audsley, Richard Witcombev® Speed, Tony
Littler, Rob Taviner. Alice Audsley visited.

A large amount of spoil brought up, and some largeks rolled down into the old dig “chamber”. Asty
pipe and more bone fragments were uncovered inotties between the old and new digs. At the endhef t
session some clearing of the threshhold to the otefindercut in the cliff face took place. Thistiending
southwestwards at a steep angle for about threeafekat the back has the form of a sinuous rififuy
right with a small airspace. Could this be thetsiia stream passage heading away from the faeili

Sunday 30 July 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Bob Cottle, Clivertip Tony Audsley, Simon
Meade-King

Much material sent up from the threshhold of ttedtéh the south face, which now looks very mudde lihe
hoped for rift passage heading into the cliff. dsha sculpted sinuous form, dips steeply at aboutegrees
and is a foot or so wide with a possible underauttloe right. The fill is gravelly mud and a mass of
blackened cobbles and occasional water worn rddi®sic infill) rocks. Its general direction isugb rather
than the southwest postulated on thgde.

Wednesday 2 August 2000 - Richard Witcombe, James Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Siivleade-King

More clearing in and around the cliff face rift. &k is now a view down a keyhole shaped passagat for
least 6', and although it continues to be narrambeut 1' wide at its broadest — no floor has besthed
and it is possible that it may widen at depth. Tdpof the rift is 25’ below the shaft top.

Sunday 6 August 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, CINerth, Bob Cottle, Dave
Speed. The Morrison family later.

Continued clearing around the threshhold of the Libwering the floor of the narrow passage is bein
hampered by a large block obstructing the left heidd, but as it appears to be a key support tandia pile
of boulders on that side, more steel shoring véiltdto be installed before it can be banged. Tdwr BHf the
main shatft is full of air spaces, but has a laoggtie of rock across it.

Wednesday 9 August 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Tony Audsley, Clive North




Drilled two short shotholes in a large boulder poting into the line of the next section of steahfework.
Further digging revealed that the tongue of roaks&the bottom of the dig shelves into the rikgame and
forms a V shaped floor, making the passage abouhigh. Behind the tongue, the floor continues
downwards choked with mud, marly stones and cobliiesppears to undercut and there may be a lower
stage to the cliff rift passage. Fired a Cordteargk before leaving.

The rift passage was measured as 7’ long on argeafi200 degrees — almost due south — with anrappa
turn to the right at the far end.

Sunday 13 August 2000 - Simon Meade-King, Tony Audsley, Rob Taviner

Very heavy rain. Quick visit. Decided that no fuathdigging was possible until after the next weidin
session.

Wednesday 16 August 2000 - Clive North, Tony Audsley, Dave Speed

Very heavy rain. Steel had been delivered to Rarfarm. Moved it across to dig by Land Rover.

Friday 18 August 2000 - Dave Morrison, Dave Speed, Jim Young

A further welding session, enlivened by JY furglemgong the boulders and setting the whole pile \obgb
One large rock was dragged into a better bangirgitipn. Hopefully the new steel work has stabilised
everything.

Sunday 20 August 2000 - Colin Rogers

A token probe.

Wednesday 23 August 2000 - Paul Stillman, Clive North

Drilled and banged the boulder behind the threshtmiidge”.

Sunday 27 August 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Tdaftler, Tony Audsley,
Colin Rogers

Cleared the debris from the demolished boulderdugdaround the back of the threshhold bridge.

Wednesday 30 August 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Clive North, Rob Taviner, Dave=&gh

Digging out the marly mud and rocks behind and b#néhe bridge revealed the hoped for undercutedls w
as opening a hole among the boulders on the leftl lf@astern) side. Rocks started rumbling below and
stones thrown down appeared to tumble five or ¢ fowards the western side of the cliff. Coulelytbe
falling into the lower shaft of the Sixties dig? p&dully we are too far to the west.

By the end of the session, the undercut was tatiegform of a steeply descending (50 or 60 degrees)
bedding plane roof up to five feet wide with smadles at the back through which trickling water Idoloe
faintly heard.

At dusk, a bat descended the dig, spending a sihwetin the boulder chamber before emerging int® th
night.

Sunday 3 September 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Clive North, Tonydsiey




Further digging was quickly followed by a run insrhall rocks and cobbles from under the large esld
on the left hand side. No sooner was this cleahed & large slab of red and green marl from thd bac
(north) wall peeled off leaving an unstable fachibé. This was sent up only to have a further rufrom
the left. Another section of shoring is clearly mege!

Wednesday 6 September 2000 - Dave Everett, Dave Speed, Richard Witcombe. (Theshay family
carried out surface dowsing.)

Stabilised the left hand run in by building a ditgree wall and then cleared the floor ready for hiest
section of steel. Spoil was dumped into the oldatligmber.

The passage developed under the rock bridge apfmeardend into the right hand wall, and the fillthat
area includes water eroded rocks.

Two bats visited the upper shaft briefly.

Sunday 10 September 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Tony Littler, Mark Craske, Nickwell

Cleared hard packed marly mud and a few stones @irather the bridge. Larger rocks were added to the d
stone wall on the left, while the rest was serth&osurface.

Wednesday 13 September 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Dave Speed. Dave Morrison pdidef visit.

Welded 20’ of fixed steel ladder to the easterm sifithe lower shaft and installed the next sectibthe
shoring framework, which included rods driven ittte marl face and the dry stone wall.

NB The western tributary swallet was completely.dry

Wednesday 20 September 2000 - Dave Speed, Richard Witcombe, Tony Audsley

Following heavy rain the western swallet stream fi@sing again.

Below ground, the diggers found a small stream ipguvut of the marl wall over a slurry slope ofrsjped
material — is this the hithertoo unseen westerrllstvaater or has the main stream found a quickay to
Wells?

The marl collapse had left a large void behindrtbeghern steelwork, and this had to be quicklyefillwith
rocks amid further minor collapses. Some of theksowere brought from the old chamber where DS
uncovered a hole against the cliff face — probdhéy Sixties lower shaft although no shoring matewias
visible.

Attempts were made to divert the stream into thHeshander the dry stone wall but constant leaksthad
cramped conditions made for slow and squalid digggfsmall amount of marl and mud was dumped in the
old chamber before ponding of water under the fui#tge caused a rethink of strategy. The back ef th
bridge seemed to be dipping much more verticalintthe tube above, and the reluctance of the water
clear the floor area suggested a fairly verticglidiwet and dangerous conditions for as long asstieam
persists — probably throughout the autumn and winte

Attention turned to the small cliff passage aboveskte probes with a long iron bar caused small stome
drop over a large cobble at the far end and fallrdto the right for perhaps five feet. The stosesnded as
if they were landing on a piece of wood — possthly Sixties dig again! In any event this dry paesaffers
a chance to get away from the water and to makgress into the cliff face. Further furgling indiedtquite
an undercut on the right hand side and it may emtiire too much banging to make the tube man-sized.



Wednesday 27 September 2000 - Clive North, Dave Speed, Dave Everett, Tony AudslBychard
Witcombe

Strong winds and driving rain.

A sizeable stream was emerging from the back wadl there had been some “fall out” of rubble from
behind the steel shoring half way up the lower siafl and DS started early, drilling two shothaleshe
right hand wall of the cliff passage (far enoughat to disturb the shoring brace) using a batpenyered
drill borrowed from Nigel Taylor. DS also clearedhale beneath the bridge on the left hand sidake the
water.

After the Super Cordtex charges were fired, thegbdrrock was cleared back and dumped underground.
The floor fill, which included some sizeable colshlevas dug out with the help of a narrow rake fzdigd

by TA. The passage appears to be widening and diggpfurther in, but the right turn at the far dodks
very “restricted”.

Two further shotholes were drilled on the right thaide before the battery charge ran out. The elsangre
successfully fired before leaving.

A bat put in a brief appearance.

Sunday 1 October 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Bob Cottle, Tony Audsley, Cliverth

Cleared the bang debris from the cliff passage. fDok is proving very hard — presumably the effefct
heating caused by the fault — and the shattertaff@es not extend beyond the end of the shothamgd.the
generator, CN drilled three further shotholes oa tiyght hand side, and after an initial batteryufa,

successfully fired a Super Cordtex charge.

A small amount of broken rock was removed, andtle linore fill, including cobbles, was raked baotnf
the corner area. Three more shotholes were drilgdin on the right hand side, and with two shaol
which had partly survived the first charge brouigdtk into use, a five charge pattern was fired.

Tuesday 3 October 2000 - Dave Speed, Clive North

After clearing the bang debris, which included tise of the Kango chisel attachment, DS was abteaol
down to the corner and gain a restricted view ofasrow descending rift which may just be man-sized.
There was no sound of a stream at this point.

While CN drilled a pattern of eleven shotholes p&m up the right hand side right down to the cqrb&
enlarged the hole beneath the rock bridge. Fivebofeet down, a piece of wooden shoring can ba,see
indicating a link with the Sixties lower shaft.

The linked charge was successfully fired.

Wednesday 4 October 2000 - Dave Speed, Richard Witcombe, Dave Everett, Pallingh, Tony Audsley,
Rob Taviner

Cleared the bang debris in “Salami Passage” anairmat a good look at the descending rift. It is tow
across, widening to two feet above a stal drapegd.dight feet ahead it closes down to a tiny irktbnes
rolled down appeared to fall onto a stal floor eatthan the wood conjectured on 20 September.



RT made a first entry and found himself in a foaetf deep “chamber” with a floor of stalled rocks,
sandstone cobbles and gravel. There were no holgsweards, although the south wall is slightly uroder
The area is totally dry and with the approach pgessmlarged, it should be feasible to clear outfldar
covering in the hope of finding a fossil route itib@ main streamway.

Four of the six diggers managed to “visit” the find

Sunday 8 October 2000 - Bob Cottle, Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe, CliNerth, Rob Taviner, Tony
Audsley. John Hill visited.

While CN used the power chisel in the cliff passdg@/ renovated the rock shoring behind the north wa
steelwork using stones sent down from the surfafter the chiselled debris had been cleared, &seafiten
shotholes were drilled along the right wall as & the corner and a linked charge was successfully
detonated.

Wednesday 11 October 2000 - Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe, Dave Speed, Ch\th, Rob Taviner,
Tony Littler

Cleared the debris from the last bang, and attatdi@dorner with lump hammer and chisel. With reatte
access to the new rift, digging in the floor como®th A mix of stal flooring, rocks, cobbles and mud
gravel was removed and by the end of the evenifigh&®l opened up a tiny descending rift at the fat, e
emitting a slight draught and possibly the rumbla distant stream.

More rocks were jammed into the steel frames obtmk wall.

Saturday 14 October 2000 - Clive North, Dave Speed

While DS checked out possible leads in the termiftalconcluding that the way on is down in thedt, CN
drilled four shotholes in the right hand wall aheé toof at the corner. Black polythene sheeting paaked
around the stal flows on the left hand wall asgetion. Charge successfully fired.

Sunday 15 October 2000 - Bob Cottle, James Witcombe, Richard Witcombe, Chiegth, Tony Audsley

The bang debris was cleared and then digging regumthe terminal rift. Stal flooring was broken apd a
mud and cobble fill was excavated. The north waplears to be sloping inwards matching the undeccut
the south, suggesting that the way on could baddibg plane sloping downwards at the angle of dibeut
45 degrees.

Opinions were divided about whether the sound efstream was emanating from ahead or behind!

After the digging session CN banged the right hsidd of the bend using a four shothole patterne §thl
flows on the left were again covered with polytheheet packing.

Wednesday 18 October 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Dave Speed, Tony Littler, Tonyd&ley

The last bang had successfully widened the apprtmattte terminal “chamber” although some damage had
been done to the stal flows.

A large amount of spoil was dug out from the east ef the chamber, but the conjectured sloping imegdd
plane did not materialise. Instead at a depth oluali8” a fairly level floor was encountered whiglas
followed across to the south wall undercut. Thisvpd to be very shallow but the south wall contthue
westwards to form a tiny tunnel with a small aigp@ust to the south of the higher approach pasSdus
dogleg passage emitted a noticeable draught. Ateempre made to excavate the floor, but it proved



difficult to enlarge the passage. Is the level dffoanother false floor hiding a wider approachthe new
tunnel?

All the spoil was dumped in the old dig chamberahkhis now filling up rapidly.
A bat visited the dig.

Sunday 22 October 2000 - Simon Meade-King, Bob Cottle, Rob Taviner, Tony Aley, Clive North.
Richard Witcombe and Dave Speed visited later.

Cleared out the remainder of the terminal chamibée more or less level floor continued across the
chamber rising slightly towards the west end witlhydour tiny choked north/south rifts breaking itsry
solid surface. It appears that the very small wasfmssage is the only significant exit. A few fedt
awkward progress along this tube was made, follgwimefinite draught and the sound of falling water

Wednesday 25 October 2000 - Dave Everett, Dave Speed, Richard Witcombe, ClieettN Tony Audsley,
Tony Littler

Water had ponded in the terminal chamber exit ggsbat it was drained by poking the far end. D&gyi
flat out at a downwards angle in very squalid cbods cleared the low and narrow bedding planddar
feet to a point where a tiny rift went off at riggaigles to the right. RW managed to peer aroursdcibriner
and beyond the constriction could see a slightlyewirift (but probably not quite man sized) veenngnd
to the left out of sight. The right bank of thisspage is covered in stal flows with a few straws tmy
curtains. The floor may descend but the constricipevented any pebbles being pushed along todfind
Perhaps ten to fifteen feet ahead and slightiywbédathe sound of what RW considered to be runmiatgr
rather than falling water.

To make any further progress the approach passiigeave to be chemically enlarged. The floor is tward
to chisel out manually.

At the end of the session the rift/shaft below ithek bridge was examined again, and rocks weraltedn
down for fifteen feet or so. It sounds as though shaft is following the steeply descending cli#€é, in
which case the stream it carries can hardly bes¢inge as the one heard at the back of the new padsay
perhaps the western swallet stream?

A sketch survey of the cave was carried out.

Sunday 29 October 2000 - Clive North

Using the battery powered drill, sank four and ki $taotholes in the ceiling of the dogleg passage.

Tuesday 31 October 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Clive North

The main stream was running strongly after seveags of torrential rain. Underground there had been
further mud and cobble collapses from the rightchamll at the threshhold to the blasted passagkpap
large “triassic” rock was lifted from the wall togvent a certain collapse later.

A further three and a half shotholes were drilledtie dogleg passage, and an eight shothole chage
successfully fired.

Wednesday 1 November 2000 -_Richard Witcombe, Clive North, Rob Taviner, Tony dsley, Mark
Lumley




Still very wet underground but no further collapsgfer clearing the debris from the successfuldyahe
diggers took turns to peer around the corner agtitbof the dogleg passage. There was a signifiranight
and the sound of a sizeable stream flowing.

CN drilled three and a half shotholes.

Sunday 5 November 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Bob Cottle, Clive North, Tony Alely

Heavy rain throughout the afternoon. While CN ddlimore shotholes in the dogleg passage, rocksgaoid
from the threshhold to the old dig were sent upht® surface. The material was dumped in a 4’ cedap
which had occurred along the cliff line at the sifehe old shaft — presumably the effect of theera rains
washing out mud and gravels amongst the boulders.

At the end of the session, CN fired an eleven ghietbharge. The shock wave lifted the timber plames
the shatft.

NB The combined age of the four diggers amountettd

Wednesday 8 November 2000 -_Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillman, Dave Everett, €liMorth, Tony
Audsley

The last bang had unfortunately smashed one ddtdidlows in the approach passage. Debris waseadea
back to the surface and a slightly better viewhef tontinuation passage was gained. It runs s@gtwards
as a sinuous rift about 2' high and 9” wide witte thoor descending at a shallow angle. The viewy onl
extends to 5’ or so but some distance ahead (perk@} the stream sounds as though it is flowingin
larger passage or chamber. The draught is stiteaible.

A four shothole charge was fired.

Sunday 12 November 2000 -_Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Colin Rogers, Tonduntilla (Finnish),
Paul Stillman, Dave Bell, Clive North

Cleared the bang debris back to the surface, dugripin the cliff collapse. RW carried out some iwatic
work to the broken stal curtain using a metal #&er a lengthy drilling session all around therlgng face,
CN fired an eleven shothole charge.

NB A large frog was rescued from the threshholth&oold dig chamber.

Wednesday 15 November 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillman, Tony AudsleyptRTaviner

Cleared the bang debris back to the surface instages. It is still not possible to see far aldmeg narrow
rift because of the kink at the start, but thera isuggestion of a bedding plane development omighé
about 4’ ahead and the overall height of the riftréases beyond the kink. The stream sound nova has
reverberation or “rumble” element to it.

Sunday 19 November 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Clive North. Rob Taviner andny Audsley visited
briefly.

CN drilled ten shotholes all around the diggingefawhile RW carried out running repairs to the shafll.
When the charge was fired, the fumes emerged fhenshaft within seconds.

Wednesday 22 November 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Dave Everett, Rob Taviner, [Patillman, Tony
Audsley, Tony Littler




The bang had partly straightened the “kink” anérafithe clearance of the debris it was possiblegoahead
for about 6’. The passage widens slightly and adimedplane slopes steeply down to the right in ffroh
what may be a back wall. This could represent @ dnto a streamway (or perhaps the bottom of tlde ol

dig).
All spoil was sent up to the surface. A bat flitedabut the dig during the evening.

Sunday 26 November 2000 - Rob Taviner, Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillmaniv€INorth, Tony Audsley,
Colin Rogers, Derek Harris

Three buckets of spoil were sent up from the stilekpvhile Clive started work on the shotholes. B8k
photographs in the cliff passage and the shaftiul course an eight shothole pattern was firedfuimes
from which emerged more slowly than usual.

After waiting for fifteen minutes, RW, TA, CN andSPreturned below amid light fumes to inspect the
damage. After clearing back most of the broken ritclwas possible to see ahead for 5’ to a widedayu
grotto, beyond which the floor of a sinuous rifodped steeply away. The bedding plane developmetiteo
right is not really significant, but stones rolleder the grotto lip appear to tumble down six fgheifeet in a
passage which sounds roomier.

The larger rocks were moved back to the old digshhold.

Wednesday 29 November 2000 - Richard Witcombe, Tony Littler, Rob Taviner

Cleared back the rest of the bang debris from tpgginy face. RT forced his head and shoulders ihéo
enlargement ahead (basically an alcove in thehkefid wall) but a rock in the floor prevented a gomv

over the lip into the rift. He could see down atd&grees for about 10’ and thought the passaget fistbe
man-sized — thin man! The lip is 12’ from the deg torner in the small chamber.

The spoil was moved up to the surface in two staffes bat was present again.

Thursday 30 November 2000 - Clive North, Tony Audsley

CN drilled a pattern of six shotholes in the ledhd wall and roof, but when preparing the chargmdothat
he had left his Cordtex cutting knife on the kitcliable! The holes were left unfilled.

Friday 1 December 2000 - Rob Taviner

On a solo visit RT chiselled enough small piecdstteg walls and floor to enable him to peer awkvard
over the lip of the drop ahead. He was looking iatpot about 12’ deep and widening to nearly 4’chi
shelved out of sight to the right. At the bottomsveascattering of large blackened cobbles anddtedsof
the streamway beyond. Not without interest!

Sunday 3 December 2000 - Paul Stillman, Clive North, Dave Speed, Bob {@ptRob Taviner, Richard
Witcombe, Tony Audsley

Starting early, PS took more photographs and CNedrfive more shotholes to add to the six drilled
Thursday. A piece of foam was wedged into theatiiéad to protect the stal and the eleven holerpaitas
duly fired.

The fumes were slow to clear, some eventually eimgrirom the cliff face collapse. In still fumey
conditions, the full team cleared the broken roakkito the surface (the foam had vanished downifi)e



and DS and RT then attacked the constricted entoythe pot with hammer and chisel. It proved ingilde
to made the approach man-sized and CN had to retwdrill five more shotholes, three in the floadawo
in the left hand wall.

The second charge was fired and after an impatvaitt the team (minus BC who had to leave earlyhitwe
back underground with RT at the head to attempptieHe squeezed into the rift and went down abemut
feet on a belayed handline. Disappointment laymaldhie corner to the right. The passage degenerdted
boulder filled space against the old cliff faceither the 1960s dig or more probably just belowa&, no
timber shoring was visible. Many of the rocks whkyese and RT made about ten feet of further pregres
before discretion and stone falls caused him td deatreat. The stream was flowing among the lwaltb
the right but no obvious passage beckons.

Wednesday 6 December 2000 - Dave Everett, Dave Speed, Clive North, Richaiitt@nbe, Tony Audsley,
Tony Littler, Dave Morrison, Rob Taviner

DE and RW passed the slot into the new chambelBuibund it too tight. The roof of the chamber ,ieth
is just above head height, is a continuation ofdiiféface but now sloping at a shallower angleabbut 45
degrees. The rubble floor drops at a similar afglea length of 15’, ending in a pronounced neatival
cleft, loosely choked with rocks and cobbles. Thetmand east “walls” comprise massive jammed tdpck
at least one of which will require shoring.

Five feet left of the terminal cleft, a squeezet galsoulder gives a view into a dry parallel rifiaenber inset
into the cliff face, some 8’ long by 3’ wide witmather possible way on in the floor. The westerti iga
solid and stal draped, but is undercut by a beddlage carrying a small stream. At the top endethigra
space over cobbles on the far side of the streaingga restricted view into a void with falling veat A

round wooden pole can be seen protruding fromdbé his must be the terminal section of the 19#iQs
which our solid rock passage has passed over.

At the bottom of the chamber, the stream levelsaaff turns right, entering what looks like a hatfrainto
the descending roof. Above are some tiny phreatssages meandering into the solid rock.

Digging into the streamway is going to be madekjrioy the presence of a very large block poisetherd5
degree slope in front. This will have to be movedygin a “controlled” slide using ropes and crovgdarhe
stal coated walls preclude the use of bang.

While this examination of the chamber was takirgcp] CN drilled more shotholes to enlarge the agmro
to the slot. DE tried to drag the foam sheet irgsiton to protect the stal from blast but it jandrie the
slot. RT, arriving late, visited the chamber fobref appraisal. He squeezed into the small ritimaber
noting holes in the loosely choked floor.

At the end of the session a seven shothole chaagdired. The fumes emerged from the shaft vergldpyi

Sunday 10 December 2000 - Bob Cottle, Rob Taviner, Richard Witcombe, D&veeed, Tony Audsley,
Clive North, Dave Morrison. Paul Stillman visiteatdr.

The clearance of bang debris and some chiselliogradl all team members to inspect the new chamber.

RT and RW removed rocks from the floor of the eastéft chamber and looked into a small eastward
extension along the line of the cliff face. RT seged into the first section where he could seeragular

air space containing a number of good straws wtictked after 6’. There seems little point in follag/the
spaces against the cliff in this direction.



The large boulder guarding the small streamwaymaged downwards slightly and jammed against the sta
wall and the cliff, but access to the stream wagmted by a solid ridge of rock which may be dra
bedrock floor. It will need careful banging. Whitdearing rocks in this area, a small bat was foclmdjing

to the rock ridge. It was left to relocate itself.

The other large boulders were examined for stghdlitd a decision was made to jam a large pieceéeef s
angle across the chamber in front of the slabsrasaiporate it in a dry stone wall or revetment.

Monday 1 January 2001 - Clive North, Tony Audsley

Cleared a further foot or so of rocks and cobbtesmfthe floor of the cleft. Below there are smadids
against the cliff face and a level undercut runriffgo the right towards the stream area.

Wednesday 3 January 2001 - Paul Stillman, Clive North, Dave Everett, Riathat/itcombe, Dave Speed,
Rob Taviner, Tony Audsley, Anne Audsley. Dave Msuri visited.

Drilled and chiselled slots in the coffin lid boeldand the back wall and hammered a 3" by 3” tinilrace
in place.

After RT had unsuccessfully attempted to squeemegathe stream route, more rocks were cleared fhem
cleft, most being jammed into a void on the left @ecured with wooden wedges. Below, the low underc
is floored with rocks, cobbles, gravel and mud. Wheg, it should be possible to advance alongwatds
the holes in the floor visible to the right closeathere the stream disappears.

A bat visited the terminal chamber briefly.

Sunday 7 January 2001 - Bob Cottle, Clive North, Tony Audsley, Rob Taein Colin Rogers. Richard
Witcombe visited.

Continued lowering the floor in the cleft, dumpingst of the spoil in the side chamber. Large raaes
beginning to constrict the digging area, althougtrée are still open holes off to the right emittemgtrong
draught. CN drilled a single shothole in a flo@tsldetonating the charge from the surface.

The bat was present but had departed before thge ban

Wednesday 10 January 2001 - Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillman, Clive North \@aSpeed, Dave Everett

Cleared the bang debris and stabilised the leftl mabble wall with several pieces of scaffold pdlesmall
amount of material was dug from the floor, reveglinore of the air space which continues downwawnds t
the left. The digging space is confined and poadigtunstable, and a timber prop was inserted betwbe
boulder below the coffin slab and the cliff face émlded security.

Two shotholes were drilled in a large floor slalihathe intention of taking a corner off and theggiing
beneath it to gain access to the westwards extensithe cliff face. The charge was fired succdlsfu

Sunday 14 January 2001 - Bob Cottle, Clive North, Rob Taviner, Colin Roge

Cleared the bang debris and deepened the floorndtik side boulder proved to be very undercut\aag
supported by a 5’ length of scaffold pole drivetoithe rocks on the east side and keyed intdladlslot in
the remaining part of the banged boulder on therafde. The pole was further braced by a wedgedei

prop.



The cleft shaft, which contains a trickle leakimgrfi the main stream, is now about 15’ deep, makieg
total depth of the cave over 75'. There is a viawotigh boulders to the west into a more open aitaav
debris strewn floor sloping down southwestwardsenradstal coated roof. To enlarge the working atd,
drilled a shothole in the cliff face wall, firingpe¢ charge from the surface.

Wednesday 17 January 2001 - Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillman, Dave Everetty€€North, Dave Speed,
Dave Morrison, Tony Littler, Rob Taviner

Cleared the bang debris and excavated stream gaadetobbles from the floor. At the end of the mess
DE was able to squeeze over a boulder in the flmtine right and enter a small stal draped charabainst
the cliff. It descended, 3’ high by about 4’ widg,an angle of about 45 degrees for ten feet émsel cobble
choke, with the stream flowing down amongst théxsoc

Agreed to christen main chamber — Advent Chamber.

CN drilled a single shothole in the floor bouldining the charge on the surface.

Sunday 21 January 2000 - Clive North, Rob Taviner

The bang had removed most of the obstructing bouddiewing an easier, if rather wet, examinatidrire
new chamber. It forms a cleft in the cliff with werduts on either side giving restricted views itte usual
voids amongst the rocks and cobbles. The off sfroat the main stream runs off to the left and thera
large stal coated boulder leaning against therferveall which we need to be removed.

To improve access, a portion of the roof in therapph crawl was chemically removed — one shothole.

Wednesday 24 January 2001 - Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillman, Dave EverettbR aviner

Cleared the small amount of bang debris and sontieeofobbles and stream debris from the top erbeof
new chamber. This opened up a view of a sizeablkgpaice against the cliff face on the right, butoés not
appear to be a significant way on and there isgroaf the main part of the stream.

RT carried out a low grade survey — length 155’ depth 72'.

Sunday 28 January 2001 - Bob Cottle, Paul Stillman, Rob Taviner, Cliverp Simon Meade-King. Colin
Rogers later. Richard Witcombe visited.

Cleared cobbles, rocks and gravel from the terméhamber. Drilled two shotholes — one to take tpedff
a boulder in the threshhold and one to split tleelbht the bottom of the chamber. Charge fired esefully.
Roof stalactite at the top of Advent Chamber aatiaéy broken.

Wednesday 31 January 2001 - Richard Witcombe, Dave Everett, Adrian BowenulP&tillman, Clive
North, Tony Littler

Cleared a large amount of bang debris, cobblesggaactl from the terminal chamber, stacking it a& tbp
of Advent Chamber and in the side chamber. By tited# the session, the floor had been lowered fopt
or two, and a view opened up into an air spacénerneft with some good straws.

The broken stal was smoothed over with a file.

Sunday 4 February 2001 - Bob Cottle, Dave Morrison, Richard Witcombe v&liNorth, Rob Taviner




After heavy rain, there was plenty of water in thaminal chamber, and the “roar” of a bigger stre#f to
the right. Large amounts of gravel and cobbles wkrared from the choke, exposing a couple of lHdhkt
can probably be shifted without bang. Beyond theaee open spaces for a further 8’ to 10’ under d roo
sloping at an angle of about 50 degrees.

The stream is eroding much fill from around theéarboulders and a constant watch will have tody kn
their stability.

NB By the end of the afternoon, a stream severeténa deep was flowing into the adit at Thrupe Lane
Swallet.

Wednesday 7 February 2001 - Dave Everett, Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillmaay® Speed, Rob Taviner,
Tony Littler. Tony Audsley visited.

Still very wet underground. Cleared more spoil frime bottom of the chamber, and shifted the twgdar
slabs, building them into a buttress beneath samengut boulders. Other rocks were used to supplarge
boulder on the right of the threshhold. Anothegéablock has been uncovered in the floor which will
probably require bang.

Given the steepness of the way on and the shiftatgre of the fill, some very difficult and riskygding
lies ahead.

Sunday 11 February 2001 - Bob Cottle, Paul Stillman, Gary Sandys, Clivertio Richard Witcombe
visited.

By chipping away at the rock and stalled-in strefehris in the roof above the large block, a passehite
over the top was engineered. Hopefully the bloak lea left in situ to hold back the smaller materkal
reasonable amount of spoil, including one or twgdaocks, was brought out and temporarily stackethe
left hand side of the small chamber.

Ahead, the air space follows stalled up crack&@rbof with a few straws, and a faint outwardsudhd was
detected.

CN drilled three shotholes in the roof at the fiadd @nd successfully fired the charge.

Wednesday 14 February 2001 - Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillman, Rob Tavinernyd.ittler, Gary Sandys

Cleared the bang debris and Sunday's stockpile.|dtager rocks were built into stabilisation walltsand
around the end chamber, and the grotto on thevetprotected by a low wall.

A four inch piece of Cordtex had “survived” the lgan
The way on at the bottom of the chamber appedrs &t a steeper angle.

Sunday 18 February 2001 - Clive North, Rob Taviner. Richard Witcombe ésit

Moved a few rocks at the far end and drilled thsketholes along a rock shelf in the roof. The rogeee
of Cordtex was incorporated in the successful aharg

Wednesday 21 February 2001 - Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillman, Clive North,Ju@aviorrison

Cleared out bang debris and other spoil, stackimgesinto various nooks and crannies, but sendiadptik
up to the side chamber by a two stage operation.



The way on is fairly heavily choked although thisrslot open for six to eight feet down to the.left
A three shothole charge in the cliff face was fired

End of February 2001

All digging and caving on Mendip ceased due f@>OT AND MOUTH DISEASE
FMD outbreaks in the West Country petered out towaine end of the summer.
An unexpected incident led to the resumption ofitig -

Wednesday 25 July 2001

Late that morning Nelson Butt reported to Bob Caovtliat he had heard one of the latter's BelgiareBlu
cows calling loudly for a missing calf near Thrupwallet and he wondered whether the calf might have
wandered down into the “cave hole”. Nelson alsaacted Dave Speed who was working in Highbridge and
he in turn alerted Clive North who went over to Hweallet and descended the shaft. Although therawye
timbers were displaced, Clive neither saw nor haagdsign of a calf at the bottom of the shaft.

Arriving at Bob Cowlin’s farm, Dave reported thhetcalf was not underground, only to be told by Buoii
his sons had distinctly heard the calf calling frira hole. Bob and sons said they would make & ciaa
rescue while Dave alerted other cavers.

Contacted by Dave, Richard Witcombe arrived atctine at about 5 pm followed shortly by Dave himself
Bob and one of his sons were underground and dwatdd the live calf in the small chamber below the
blasted right angled passage and had already mdieldaih almost to the bottom of the shaft by thghtiof

an inspection lamp. The second son was manningvitheh but although a strap from the cable had been
attached to the calf, the noise of the lamp geoemaiade effective hauling from the surface impdssib
Richard went down the shaft and helped the two @awduide the calf up the shaft while the surfaeen
heaved on the winch.

Once on the surface, the calf was carefully plamedts feet, and to everyone’s surprise, it suceded
standing, albeit with a few wobbles. An inspectitiowed a cut on the shoulder and another on tideio$
a hind leg, but otherwise the animal was unscathesiaggered off to its mother (actually a fostesther)
and began suckling. A second cow approached itieket its wounds.

As the Cowlins were very pleased with the outcom rightly proud of their own efforts (none of thévad
ever been underground before), RW asked if, folhgvthe installation of a secure shatft lid, low kikgging
could recommence. Bob Cowlin gave his consent.

Sunday 19 August 2001 - Dave Speed, Clive North

Trial fitting of a new steel gate fabricated by O%e gate was taken away for a few modifications.

Sunday 26 August 2001 - Dave Speed, Clive North

New gate fitted — a heavy lift off plate with twardles.

A reconnaissance visit to the digging face revetliatiall was as we had left it save for the sadaias of a
lamb at the bottom of Advent Chamber.



Only a trickle of water was present in the lowertpaf the dig although both visitors thought thiegected
the distant sound of falling water.

Wednesday 5 September 2001 - Richard Witcombe, Tony Littler, Dave Speed, Ratviner, Clive North

Bagged up the remains of the lamb for removal,thaetdiggers in Advent Chamber had to contend with a
legacy of bluebottles for the evening.

Cleared debris from the bottom of the dig, dumgsétii in the small side chamber off Advent. Pleratfy
small open spaces below the choke, but one laatpensiw requires shoring.

Wednesday 12 September 2001 - Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe, Rob TavineryB&peed, Clive North

Inserted a timber brace between the large slalitentdack wall, and extracted a few large rocks whiere
stacked in various corners of the bottom “chamb@ther spoil was sent up to the Advent side chambe

A bat was present in the lower part of the dig.

Wednesday 26 September 2001 - Richard Witcombe, Dave Grosvenor (Hewlett Pagikaaving Group)

Removed a few rocks from the digging face and stdd¢kem in odd corners of the bottom “chamber”.réhe
is a small, stal decorated open space off to rgtith was emitting a cool draught.

Saturday 29 September 2001 - Richard Witcombe, Clive North

Cleared an approach to the open space on thelygiihgerly removing loose fill from the up dip sid-ive
feet in, a washed out shale band has left a desmpdd’ deep passage against the 70 degree ctiff. fa
Although just small man sized at the top, it degetes to a slot at the bottom which either levédfsoo
closes down. It carries a small trickle of water.

RW attempted to enlarge the passage by pullingtadfe slabs but finding that all the up dip side weady
to peel off and plug the way on, he gave up. Thigmtial route is probably too unstable to followt & will
provide much need dumping space for the next pbithe dig.

Turning our attention back to the main face, CNlatfifour shotholes, two in a left side buttresd &mo in
the cliff ahead. The Cordtex charge was succegdivéid from the surface.

Wednesday 3 October 2001 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Tony Littler

RT inspected the new shaft — Shale Pot — and aghetdt was too restricted and crumbly to be pedsat
this stage. Instead it was used as a dump for dbksrand bang debris cleared from the main dig. A
considerable amount of spoil was sent down inclydine very large rock excavated and manhandled.by T
By the end of the evening there was a better viewndthe hole on the left where there appeared tarbe
undercut to the main cliff face or a levelling off.

The whole digging area was cool and draughty. Ttevisited briefly.

Wednesday 10 October 2001 - Richard Witcombe, Clive North, Rob Taviner, D&eeed, Dave Morrison

Cleared more rocks, gravel and cobbles from the mligiging face, dumping the spoil down Shale Pdil un
the arrival of DM when enough manpower was avadldbl bucket it up to the Advent side chamber. The
evening concluded with a five shothole Cordtexgatin the cliff face, detonated as usual fromsihdace.



Lots of bat droppings in the Advent area.

Wednesday 17 October 2001 - Richard Witcombe, Dave Speed

Cleared bang debris and carefully dropped the fldomping all spoil in Shale Pot. This opened upeav

into a significant undercut air space. After cHiaglmore rock from the main face, RW was ablelies5’
down a rubble slope into a low chamber some 159 lon an east/west axis, eight feet across andmne t
three feet in height. The gently sloping roof walkidsrock with a few stal decorations, while thélble floor
with scattered large cobbles funnelled down to alkpit straight ahead with a black space belowng&s
thrown down fell at least ten feet. The easternraseé to a choke but there may be a further pitant of

the west end wall. Somewhere off to the west, Wwaddint sound of a stream or falling water.

Careful gardening will be required to establish thk potential of the chamber which was christened
Maglite Grotto after the pocket torch used by RWeer into it — his cell had expired by this time.

Wednesday 24 October 2001 - Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Dave Grosvenor. Daveistm later.

While DS enlarged the access to Maglite Grotto viiéimmer and chisel, RT rearranged the rocks in the
chamber to clear a way to the pit and the back.\Wédist of the spoil was stacked on the easterneslop
Chancing to look up, RT found himself under a srs@ll fringed aven, and he was able to clambep4hto

a phreatic tube trending up dip to the west. Aftdtrands and knees crawl for 10’, the passage tumad
more northerly direction and ended about 15’ furtbie with a squeeze into a tiny mud choked chamber.
Impassable bedding planes in the floor of the pgessantained some good mud formations.

Hiding in this passage, RT invited DS to join himMaglite Grotto. The latter was suitably puzzledio
RT's disappearance, giving rise to the passageienrathe Priest’'s Hole.

The pit in the floor is unstable but appears t& ko a loose choke in the floor down in the soutbieen
corner of the chamber. The best prospect may veeliobsink a shaft against the two solid walls iis th
corner. There are black spaces down to ten femiooe, and the sound of a small stream somewhere nea

Wednesday 31 October 2001 - Rob Taviner, Richard Witcombe, James Witcombayd Speed, Tony
Littler

RT carried out a line survey of the new passage. fEst cleared small rocks from the back of Maglite
Grotto, dumping them in Shale Pot — which is nol fetones dropped through holes in the floor rtaar
corner cleft clattered a long way — perhaps twéirngy/feet down some sort of rubble slope. At thd efithe
session, DS and TL re-arranged one or two largeksraear the corner and were able to peer downm ma
sized air space against a 45 degree cliff. Theleustibewn route closed down somewhat after tenviaetrre

the roof appeared to level off.

At least one bat, possible two, were present. Caesgen crawling out of the bedding plane to thefdhe
lower grotto.

Survey details: Length 210’ Depth 90'.

Sunday 5 November 2001 - Clive North, Dave Speed

Carefully excavated around the lowest point in Ntagbrotto, producing a substantial pit with a véasge
block bridging the way on down. This slab (christgrthe Hammerhead when the lump hammer handle
broke whilst attacking it and the head went dowmn ltble) is crucial to the stability of the wholearand
needs now to be left undisturbed. With this in miatiention turned to the right hand wall where¢heere



plenty of cobbles and rocks piled up. After clegrinuch of this material, an awkward head downwards
view was gained into the rock rumbling zone — apliesloping cobble strewn bedding against thé fife
with the way on just out of sight beneath an unaterc

In the interests of safety, the best way forwarg ima to bang open the stalled up cleft in the seeghern
corner of Maglite Grotto. This could reveal a highevel continuation of the rift, or at least prdgia mined
tunnel access to the rubble slope.

Wednesday 7 November 2001 - Clive North, Paul Stillman, Dave Speed, Rob Tavj Richard Witcombe,
Tony Littler. Dave Morrison later.

After peering into all nooks and crannies of Magl@rotto and evaluating prospects, it was agreduhig
open the south west cleft. The main hole in therfleas bridged over with slabs to prevent debrigpding
down, and some spoil from the grotto was sent agéve.

PS took some digital photos.
Before starting the assault on the back of thetgrdtwas decided to enlarge the access archeifhtipe of
minimising disturbance to the rather unstable bewusiiope. CN drilled a x hole pattern around thieagrte,

firing the charge successfully from the surface.

Sunday 11 November 2001 - Clive North, Dave Morrison

Wednesday's bang had provided an extra 6” of “bamk” in the grotto entrance arch. After trimming th
shattered rock, CN started work on the corner otigftling four shotholes on the left, one in allst@ block
and one beneath the block. Behind some of thegtding is a layer of mud and gravel up to 8” thick

A piece of angle iron will be installed beneath #rrance arch to stabilise some key rocks in thdder
slope.

Wednesday 2 January 2002 - Clive North, Richard Witcombe, Dave Speed, Tduiyler, Gary Sandys,
Rob Taviner

More fill was removed from the entry to the newgaage and sent up to be packed into the nearlyhale
Pot passage. In due course RT crawled down the gslog uncovered a continuation under the left tediffd
face. This opened into a low bedding plane chamdleout fifteen feet long by five feet wide, with an
undulating phreatic roof and a flowstone bank angbuthern wall. Although the western end termisharte
a mud choke draped with a few white stals, thers aairregular slot amongst some large bouldethéen
floor, impassably narrow but at least ten feet dagghemitting the sound of a stream.

While this exploration work was under way, RW buifi a dry stone wall beneath the steel girder et th
threshhold to Maglite Grotto. To improve accessh® new digging face, much fill will have to comp u
from below and be stacked in the grotto.

In recognition of the probable passing of the 1d&pth level and of the change of character of &we cthe
new chamber has been christened The Rubicon.

Sunday 6 January 2002 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Clive North

After a short surveying session, cleared a largewsnof gravel and small rocks from the approaciihie
Rubicon, stacking some of the material in Maglitot® and some at the eastern, upstream, end of The
Rubicon. Rocks were also “rearranged” to give debetiew into the floor slot. The southern side niey



solid or a stalled up boulder wall, but opposite thocks are large but detached. Rocks roll awaleuthe
southern wall for fifteen feet or so.
Survey details: Length 262’ Depth 101’

Wednesday 9 January 2002 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Tony Littler, [ZalKing, Dave Grosvenor,
Clive North

Major clearing work in The Rubicon area. Spoil veiacked all around Maglite Grotto and the Shale Pot
passage. By the end of the evening there was eeclgiaw into the floor slot — stacked bouldershaptenty
of black spaces ten feet below.

Sunday 13 January 2002 - Bob Cottle, Richard Witcombe, Clive North. Daspeed on the surface later.

More clearing of The Rubicon. The slot was bridgedr with slabs to prevent material from droppirogvd

the “shaft”, and a large amount of small rocks ahuary were sent up by bucket to be stacked inleova

on the right hand side of Maglite Grotto. Towarlle £nd of the session, one of the large bouldetsen
floor settled slightly and a small hole appearevben this rock and the stal flow on the south witle stal

is coating a rock and cobble matrix rather thamlal svall, and it is clear that further downwarcgress
through what looks like a chaos of boulders is gdin be somewhat problematic! Some falling stones
seemed to roll down for at least twenty feet.

A bat was present in Advent Chamber.

Dave Speed carried out some fencing repairs foligwast Wednesday's invasion of the Thrupe Lane
depression by half a dozen steers.

Wednesday 16 January 2002 - Simon Richards, Richard Witcombe, Dave Everétiye North, Dave
Speed, Rob Taviner, Tony Littler, Dave King, Emiiohnson, Hugh Tucker

The evening was spent moving and clearing spoihftbe Rubicon in the hope of finding a safe way
downwards. With such a large workforce it was gassio haul spoil from digging face all the waytoghe
Advent side chamber. Some larger rocks were buiti & retaining wall at the mouth of the Shale Pot
passage which is now nearly full.

By the end of the evening the best option appetarbe the western end of the slot where a reaspisahitl
stal cemented southern wall faces a large and sggmstable boulder. Access to a five feet drop is
prevented by a stal or rock shelf which should sodz to a heavy hammer. The much shakier easterofend
the slot was backfilled with jammed rocks.

NB A bat was present in the roof of the Advenesitiamber while dumping was taken place.

Sunday 20 January 2002 - Richard Witcombe, Bob Cottle, Clive North

It took nearly half an hour's hammering before tbek shelf was broken off, allowing BC to drop fdaet

into a hole amongst the boulders. To the southveest was an arc of stal covered rock with some good
straws in various alcoves, but to the north andthase were only large blocks resting presumahlgtoeam

fill. CN replaced BC in the hole and began clearsmgne of the smaller rocks and cobbles, eventually
uncovering a view of a small stream a few feet dhd@pping down under the south western wall. This
could be the entrance stream.



The way on appears to drop for at least anothetosgight feet, but several very large rocks inftber will
have to be removed before a proper assessmemsygquts can be made.

Wednesday 23 January 2002 - Dave Everett, Colin Rogers, Clive North, Rich&Yitcombe, Rob Taviner,
Dave King

After several days of heavy rain, the trickle ot@rarunning through the lower section of the digsweore
of a streamlet.

The team cleared some of the clay and gravel oveeoufrom the slope above the new drop, dumping the
material in the Shale Pot passage. This passagénadlg filled during the evening and walled off.

At the drop itself, a large slab was manoeuvredsxthe lip to prevent more stream debris fromirgid
over. It may form the base for a larger scale natgiwall.

The bat (species unknown) was still quietly asieepe Advent side chamber.

Sunday 27 January 2002 - Rob Taviner, John Hill, Bob Cottle, Richard Witnbe, Clive North

Heavy rain since Wednesday. The Thrupe Lane water flowing into the adit and the streamlet in the
lower reaches of Thrupe Swallet was almost of sirealume.

In very damp conditions, stream debris from abave below the Rubicon was moved into the upstream
reaches of the bedding plane. Another large bloek yammed around the lip of the drop, and some
chockstones were inserted in the walls of the tselfi The main stream below was very noisy, big #till

not possible to see where it goes.

Several large blocks now require banging, but finst stream flow will need to be diverted away frtima
drop.

Wednesday 30 January 2002 - Clive North, Richard Witcombe, Dave Speed, Ratvifier, Pete Hellier,
Dave King. Mark Lumley and Pat Cronin visited later

Still very wet at the digging face. A plastic fuhnibricated by DS from an old container, andragta of
flexible hose were installed above the Rubicon™potivert the stream around some straws andthedar
end of the bedding plane where the water droppey among the boulders.

In the much drier conditions, one large slab wasught up from below using a rope, and CN drille@ tw
shotholes in another much bigger block, linkingtlug usual Cordtex charge to a single detonator.

The firing cable had been relaid to terminate i $mall chamber in the dogleg passage below tharemt
shaft from where CN unsuccessfully attempted te fire charge using two battery packs. After a decen
interval he went back down to the charge, checkiegcable and joints for breaks or damage. Findone,

he replaced the last few feet of cable where ildeo get “chewed” and changed the detonator. Hermed

to the firing point but again, the charge refusedite. CN had no option but to wait a further twen
minutes, and then return to the face to dismamtielaing out the charge. A new cable is clearlynesgl.

Sunday 3 February 2002 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Carmen Haslesty®Morrison, Clive North

Not unexpectedly, the recent spells of heavy raivehbegun to cause problems underground.

On arrival at the threshhold of Maglite Grotto, Rfd RW were concerned to find that the stream had
undermined the stone wall revetment causing théeaingn to drop down and threaten a major collapse.



Further on, a hole had appeared in front of theniki@rhead” boulder at the head of the drop into The
Rubicon, and the rock itself had settled by severehes, severing the stal connection on the ragid
destabilising the stacked boulders supporting ithenleft. Down below, much stream debris had gtdn

to and over the “pot”.

The afternoon was spent trying to remedy the sitnaffhe Hammerhead boulder seemed to be leaning
securely against the cliff on the right and RW,wtihe assistance of RT, was able to gingerly buddhe
stone pile under the left side. The angle iron thes removed from the Maglite threshhold, and drodad
collapse and a lengthy rearrangement were undertakdrW. DM assisted in moving a large boulder into
position into the new revetment.

CN meanwhile was rigging a new bang cable downuijinacthe cave. He visited the bitter end intending t
lay a charge, but found that so much gravel hadegabinto the pot that the shotholes were totallgooiped.

As more debris was sliding down whenever anyonead@bout above, it was decided to leave matters to
settle down before any further digging or bangiras attempted.

Wednesday 6 February 2002 - Dave Everett, Richard Witcombe, Simon Richafdep Taviner, Dave
Grosvenor, Dave King, Dave Speed

Despite moderate rain since Sunday, the repai@uesiork was still intact and there had been nchéurt
movement of the Hammerhead boulder. More bracindlingawas built in Maglite Grotto and some
substantial rocks were installed in step fashionhenslope above the Rubicon drop. Inevitably mofkthe
digging team had little or nothing to do.

Sunday 10 February 2002 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Clive North, Bobttle, Tony Audsley

Still very wet underground, but no further rock rament. More steps were built into the Rubicon slapel
a large quantity of stream debris was brought amfthe pot and distributed around the chamber.

Wednesday 13 February 2002 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner. Dave Grosventarla

RW and RT carried four large rocks from the ardawe\dvent Chamber down to Maglite Grotto in order
to create more steps on the Rubicon slope. DG duapeas construction was about to begin. Step ingild
was successfully completed but a gap remained ketvilee top slab and the hanging rocks under the
Hammerhead boulder.

On leaving the Rubicon, DG placed his foot on ohthese rocks (!) and his 14 stone leverage brotight
two to three hundredweight block crashing down dheoslope, followed by the dry stone wall on tie. |

Luckily for those below, the rock landed on a #ate and did not roll on down the slope. DG puliédself
into Maglite Grotto unhurt. After a decent pausé)¥ Rind RT gingerly clambered up to inspect the
Hammerhead. There appeared to be nothing holdatethhand side up. The two climbed very carefulty
into Maglite Grotto, following which the floor obcks on the north side of the Hammerhead dropped ou

It looked as though the Maglite threshhold wall we#s0 going to collapse but it held firm — for hémg?
One thing is now clear. The Hammerhead bouldepig im too dangerous a state to stay where it iwillt
have to be levered down or possibly banged, arelhasteep route engineered down into the Rubicon.

The diggers retreated thoughtfully from the scene.

Wednesday 20 February 2002 - Dave Everett, Clive North, Richard Witcombe, JoAudsley, Rob
Taviner




Although there was still plenty of water flowingrdlugh the lower reaches of the cave, there had been
further collapse in Maglite Grotto. It was agregdall that the Hammerhead boulder should be “drdppg
means of a small charge. This will probably preaiei yet another rockslide in the threshhold.

CN drilled one short shothole on the right of tHeck and a longer one on the left, and linked tle t
Cordtex charges as usual. Meanwhile RW carriedwuting repairs to some of the stone walling, itisgr
a wooden prop across the crumbling face above tglitd threshhold and jamming more rocks into the 1
drop below Advent Chamber.

The charge was successfully fired from the charitbtdre “dogleg” passage. There was a strong shogkwa
but no sound of falling rocks.



